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To  The  Chairman  and  Members, 
Sturminster  Rural  District  Council, 


Ladies  arid  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1958. 


The  report  is  prepared  and  will  be  circulated  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London) 
Regulations  1935  and  1951* 

For  the  first  time  in  these  reports,  I  have  referred  to  the 
potential  danger  to  the  public  health  from  radiation  hazards  and  the 
vigilance  which  will  have  to  be  exercised  by  Environmental  Health 
Authorities  on  this  subject. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  159  births  during  the  year 
compared  with  118  during  the  preceding  year  and  only  120  deaths 
compared  with  155  during  1957. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  Dean  and  Mr,  Hods  on,  your  Water  Engineer 
and  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the 
year  and  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  report  and  to  my  clerk, 
Mrs,  J,  Sammons  for  her  efficient  services  throughout  the  year. 

May  I  also  acknowledge  the  happy  co-operation  and  assistance 
I  always  obtain  from  your  Clerk,  Mr,  Steptoe,  your  Housing  Manager, 

Miss  Bradley,  and  all  the  members  of  your  staff. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  you.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for 
your  courtesy  and  consideration  throughout  the  year, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Yours  obedient  Servant, 


HjUyOdtA- 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


.  *  . 
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STURMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

±_2JL_8. 


A.  Area  -  45,364  acres. 

Rateable  values  1st  April  1959  -  £75,220 

Production  of  a  penny  rates  1st  April  1959  -  £285 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  -  9,710 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Total  86 

Legitimate  84 

Illegitimate  2 


Comparative  Rates 

Female.  (a)  Sturminster  R.D.C.  (b)  England 

&  Wales. 

73  )  Rate  per  1 ,000 
71  )  resident  pops 

2  )  ~  16.3  17.4  16.4 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Total 

DEATHS. 

Total  57 

Deaths  in 
infants  under 
one  year  3 


1  Rate  per  1 ,000 

live  &  stillbirths 

-  6.2  6.2 


63  Rate  per  1 ,000 
resident  pop; 

=  12.3 

Infantile  death 
rate  per  1 ,000 
-  live  births 
^  19.0 


9.8 


19.0 


21.6 


11.7 


22.6 


<0 

CD 

• 

mi- 

1955. 

Deaths 

from  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ft 

n 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

ft 

If 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs 

3 

7 

3 

4 

n 

it 

Other  cancer 

8 

6 

- 

- 

» 

w 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

17 

20 

28 

19 

It 

If 

Other  heart  or  circulatory 

disease 

51 

71 

— 

— 

tt 

19 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

1 

H 

tt 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

11 

5 

tt 

n 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

2 

n 

tt 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

1 

2 

tt 

ft 

Suicide 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

it 

tt 

Leukaemia  &  A3^u3esrad®. 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1  - 


B.  Nature  of  the  District, 


The  District  is  essentially  agricultural  in  character.  Glove  making, 
both  in  the  factory  and  in  the  home,  is  also  carried  out  in  many  parts  of 
the  District. 

C.  Personal  Health  Services. 

The  personal  health  services,  including  the  Ambulance  Service,  continued 
to  be  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  very  happy  and  close  co-operation  which 
exists  between  all  those  concerned  with  welfare  work  in  the  district. 

Although  some  formal  case  conferences  have  been  held  in  connection  with 
some  difficult  cases,  most  has  been  achieved  through  direct  contact  between 
officer  and  officer.  Joint  Committees,  inter-committee  representation  and 
co-ordination  at  a  high  level  may  all  be  useful  but  it  is  clos  e  and  willing 
co-operation  ’in  the  field5  which  produces  the  results. 

Hospital  Almoners,  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board,  Health 
Visitors,  the  Childrens  Officer  and  the  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Worker  (to 
mention  only  same)  have  been  most  helpful  in  this  direction. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  continued  to  be  most  helpful 
and  co-operative  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  the  quality  of  the 
water  and  mi  1  k  supplies  in  the  district  and  the  control  of  infectious 
disease. 

Prophylactic  Ihnoculations. 

Preventive  innoculation  against  infectious  disease  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Council,  through  its  School  Medical  and  Child  Welfare  services 
and  the  Private  Medical  Practitioner  service. 

The  noimal  programme  for  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
small  pox  and  tetanus  was  interfered  with  by  the  demands  of  the  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  scheme. 

During  the  year  the  following  treatments  were  carried  out. 

Poliomyelitis. 

1,205  of  those  eligible  for  treatment  received  the  two  primary  innocul- 
ations  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  at  least  of  the  children  in  the  age  group 
0  —  15  years  received  primary  treatment  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Diphtheria. 

82  children  (being  approximately  70%  of  the  number  of  births  during 
the  preceding  year)  received  the  two  primary  treatments  and  20  children  a 
8  boo  ster 5  treatment. 

Whooping  Cough. 

78  childroa  received  the  three  primary  treatments  and  8  a  ’booster 8 
treatment. 

Tetanus. 

55  children  received  the  three  primary  treatmoits  and  one  child  a 
’booster8  treatment. 

Smallpox. 

56  children  were  vaccinated  during  the  year,  this  being  approximately 
45%  of  the  babies  bom  in  the  preceding  year.  10  persons  were  re-vaccinated. 
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Sturndnster  Old  Peoples  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee. 


This  Committee,  first  established  nine  years  ago,  continues  to  do  most 
excellent  work,  particularly  through  its  twenty-one  Parish  representatives: 
in  maintaining  supervision  of  the  welfare  of  the  old  people  throughout  the 
district  and  co-ordinating  the  work  of  voluntary  and  statutory  authorities 
in  the  District  ccncemed  with  such  work. 

The  Committee  was  honoured  during  the  year  by  being  invited  by  the 
National  Corporation  for  the  Care  of  Old  People,  to  establish  and  run  for 
two  years  a  pilot  domiciliary  chiropody  scheme  for  all  persons  in  the  District 
of  pensionable  age  wishing  to  take  advantage  of  such  a  scheme.  The  scheme 
has  proved  most  beneficial  and  welcome  to  the  district.  A  full  report  cai 
the  scheme  will  not  be  available  for  the  information  of  the  National 
Corporation  for  some  time  yet  but  so  far  it  has  established  the  fact  that 
any  national  chiropody  scheme  for  old  people  which  does  not  allow  for 
domiciliary  treatment,  will  not  be  truly  fulfilling  its  purpose. 

Bavir onmen. ta  1  Health  Services, 

SANITARY  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time)  -  Noel  F.  Pearson, 

M.R.C.S. ,  L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 

He  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  four  other  District  Councils 
in  the  North  Dorset  Area  and  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Dorset  County  Council.. 

The  time  available  which  he  has  to  devote  to  his  duties  with  your  Council 
is  one  half  day  per  week. 

Chief  Public.  Health  Inspector  -  F.  Hodson,  M.A.P.H.I. , 

A. Me I.P.H.E. ,  M.R.SeH. 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  -  H.C.  Watkin,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  -  J.H.  Dean,  F.A.P.H.I. , 

C.R.P.H.I.,  M.I.P.H.E. 
who  is  also  a  qualified 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

Both  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  engaged  full  time  on  sanitary  duties 
and  meat  inspection. 


Clerical  Staff 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


one  whole  time  clerk  and  typing  assistance  from 
typing  pool. 


Quantity. 

Production  -  from  Council 5  s  own  Sources 

Less  Bulk  Supplies  to  - 

Dorchester  R.I4C.  5, 628, 000 

Free  Supplies  (ex-District)  4.31 1 .000 

NET  DISTRICT  CONSUMPTION 


Galls. 

199,388,000 


9,939,000 

189,449,000 


Afforded  by  meter  82,997,000  gallons. 

Unmetered  (mainly  domestic)  110,566,000  gallons. 

Average  per  head  per  day  based  on  9,770  persons  —  30  gallons. 


Sources.  (Continued  over). 


Sources 


Cookwell  (Spring)  daily  yield 
Duntiah  "  "  ” 

Xbberton  ”  mm 

Shil ling  stone  w  " 


150,000  gall So 
96,000  galls0 
26,000  galls. 
26,000  galls. 


298,000  galls. 


Supplies  were  also  obtained  from  boreholes  at  Alton  Pancras,  which 
source  was  test  pumped  in  1948  for  14  continuous  days  at  30,000  gallons 
per  hour. 

The  standing  water  level  at  this  source  is  12*6”  from  ground  level 
and  the  greatest  depression  when  pumping  is  recorded  at  33 5  6”  from  ground 
level. 

No  shortage  of  water  occurred  during  the  year. 

There  have  been  practically  no  conplaints  regarding  water  pressure 
during  the  year,  and  where  conplaints  lave  been  made  they  have  been  found 
to  be  due  to  leakage  of  water.  The  pressure  in  the  parish  of  Hinton-St. - 
Mary  has  been  largely  rectified  by  the  provision  of  additional  storage 
capacity  and  additional  Tappings  on  the  mains 0 

No  bulk  supplies  have  been  taken  from  adjoining  Authorities  and  no 
water  has  been,  supplied  to  the  Sherborne  Rural  District  Council  for  their 
Holwell  and  Bishops  Caundle  supply. 

A  bulk  supply  of  water  from  the  Alton  Pancras  Pumping  Station  to  the 
Dcr Chester  R.D.C.  was  afforded  during  the  year  and  amounted  to  36,032.00 0 
gallons. 

Quality. 

The  quality  of  the  Council 3  s  water  supplies  has  been  generally  satis¬ 
factory  throughout  the  year,  and  regular  monthly  samples  have  been  submitted 
x  or  bacteriological  examination  in  addition  to  regular  routine  checks  for 
resiaual  chlorine  and  also  annual  samples  from  each  source  for  chemical 
analysis. 

All  the  Council °s  sources  of  supply  have  been  regularly  chlorinated  by 
chlorine  gas  at  Alton  Pancras  source  and  other  sources  by  hypo-chlorite. 

At  Ole  ford  Fitzpaine  and  Buckland  Newton  the  new  systems  of  chlorination 
by  electrically-pumped  Injection  systems  have  proved  very  satisfactory. 

Throughout  the  year  some  trouble  was  experienced  due  to  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  analysis  on  supplies  of  water  both  in  -^rith  Reservoir  and 
premises  close  to  and  fed  from  Frith  Reservoir.  As  a  result  the  reservoir 
was  shut  down  far  a  period  of  a  fortnight  and  re-chlorinated,  after  which  it 
was  put  back  into  servo.ee  and  has  since  been  quite  satisfactory.  No  reasons 
were  f  ound  for  this  occurence  after  close  and  detailed  inspection,  tout  it  was 
suspected  that  youths  had  opened  manhole  covers  and  had  thrown  stones  and 
other  debris  into  the  reservoir  from  the  adjoining  field  which  had  been  heavily 
polluted  toy  pigs  and,  as  a  result,  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  any  unauthor¬ 
ised  person  from  gaining  access  to  the  reservoir. 


New  Works. 


Only  one  short  length  of  new  main  was  laid  during  the  year  as 

follows s- 

Shillxngstone  -  250  yards,  of  4”  A.C.  main,  toeing  a  new  extension. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) 


Distribution . 


PARISH 

Council  Mains 

In  Out  Public 

Stand- 
Pipes 

Private  Mains 

In  Out  Public 

Stand- 
Pipes 

Wells 

In 

etc. 

Out 

Child  Okef ord 

153 

4 

<S3 

4 

_ 

1 

3 

Fif ehead  Magdalen 

47 

- 

- 

CD 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Fifehead  Neville 

42 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Hazelbury  Bryan 

148 

4 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Hanford 

13 

o» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*• 

Haramoon 

15 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hinton  St.  Mary 

11 

— 

— 

42 

7 

— 

— 

Ibberton 

30 

3 

“ 

1 

— 

2 

2 

on 

Lydlineh 

83 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Man  stem 

42 

2 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mappowder 

42 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Mamhull 

296 

6 

1 

4 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Okef  ord  Fitzpaine 

126 

2 

- 

4 

— 

— 

«» 

— 

Pulham 

40 

4 

1 

— 

- 

— 

«■ 

— 

Stalbridge 

308 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

0- 

2 

Shilling  stone 

152 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Stoke  Wake 

— 

- 

- 

1 6 

— 

*=» 

Stourton  Caundle 

70 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Woolland 

— 

— 

— 

17 

3 

1 

T 

6 

Sturminster  Newton 

406 

4 

- 

8 

- 

— 

1 

2 

Wootton  Glanville  s 

42 

2 

c*> 

czn 

2 

TOTAL  ' 

Council  Houses 

2,066 

1,138 

44 

OK3 

6 

101 

8 

10 

3 

14 

28 

TOTAL 

3,204 

44 

6 

109 

10 

3 

14 

28 

The  whole  district  is  covered  by  an  efficient  and  satisfactory  water 
supply  system,.  Except  for  the  Parishes  of  Stoke  Wake,  Wool  land  and  part  of 
Glanville  s  Wootton  (where  private  water  supply  schemes  are  in  operation)  the 
whole  district  is  supplied  from  the  Council's  mains* 

The  Parish  of  Hinton-St®  -Mary  is  mainly  covered  by  a  bulk  simply  delivered 
into  the  Hinton-St. -Mary  Estate  mains,  and  since  an  improvement  in  storage 
facilities  by  the  Rivers  Estate  there  has  be®i  very  little  complaint  of  shortage,, 

Although  the  Council  has  decided  in  principle  to  lay  new  public  mains  in 
place  of  the  existing  private  mains,  the  scheme  has  still  been  deferred  until 
a  suitable  opportunity  occurs® 

As  regards  the  Parish  of  Woolland  a  scheme  has  been  approved  in  principle 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  Council  mains  to  supply 
that  Parish  in  place  of  the  existing  private  supplies®  This  scheme  has  also 
been  deferred  by  the  Council  in  view  of  the  present  policy  of  restriction  of 
capital  expenditure* 

The  Stoke  Wake  scheme  for  a  private  supply  from  a  borehole  has  been 
working  generally  quite  satisfactorily  during  the  past  year,  but  some  con  tarn- 
-ination  at  the  source,  due  to  surface  water,  ms  shown  up  by  the  taking  cf 
samples  for  bacteriological  examination®  Improvements  were  earned  out  by 
the  owner,  after  which  further  samples  were  taken  and  the  result  was  found  to 

be  satisfactory® 

Replacement  of  Mains® 

A  number  of  mains  in  the  area  are  badly  affected  by  external  corrosion 
due  to  soil  conditions  and  a  programme  of  replacement  has  been  prepared  for 
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replacing  the  defective  main3  over  a  period  of  five  years  at  an  expenditure 
of  approximately  £5,000.  Unfortunately  this  replacement  scheme  has  been 
deferred  by  the  Council,  and  during  the  past  year  a  considerable  amount  of  -waste 
occurred  due  to  fractures  on  these  old  mains. 

Cathodic  Protection. 


The  works  of  a  Joint  scheme  for  cathodic  protection  which  were  initiated 
in  1958  have  progressed  very  satisfactorily  between  the  Council's  Water 
Undertaking,  the  Southern  Gas  Board  and  the  Post  Office  Telephones. 

Although  the  Cathodic  protection  scheme  has  been  completed,  the  results 
of  tests  will  not  be  known  for  some  time,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  areas 
most  seriously  affected  by  corrosion  will  be  covered,  although  the  Southern 
Gas  Board  and  the  Sturminster  Water  Undertaking  will  probably  need  additional 
protection  between  Banbury  and  Okef ord  Fitspaine. 


Water  Undertakings. 


The  Sturminster  R.D.C.  has  agreed  to  Join  the  Poole  and  East  Dorset  area 
for  the  setting  up  of  a  Water  Board,  and  agreement  has  been  reached  in  principle 
between  all  the  undertakings  concemed.  It  is  under  stood  that  tbs  -vfoole  of 
the  undertakings  a  re  anxious,  now  that  agreement  has  been  reached,  for  re— 
grouping  to  take  effect  as  from  the  1st  October,  1959,  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  submit  the  Draft  Order,, 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


New  Works. 

The  Kings  Stag  Sewerage  Scheme  came  into  operation  early  in  the  year, 
and  most  of  the  houses,  plus  the  trad®  effluent  from  the  Milk-  Factory  were 
connected  at  an.  early  date.  Unfortunately  the  effluent  from  the  Milk 
Factory  was  far  stronger  than  that  for  which  the  works  were  designed,  con¬ 
siderable  quantities  of  whey  having  been  discharged  to  the  detriment  of  the 
filter.  As  soon  as  the  damage  was  discovered,  urgent  steps  were  taken  to 
rectify  the  situation  with  which  the  owner s  of  the  factory  co-operated  fully. 
It  was  also  deemed  desirable  to  install  a  re-cir culat ion  pump  -which  has  been 
very  valuable  in  assisting  to  clear  up  the  state  of  the  filter,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  it  was  quite  obvious  that  the  works  were  settling  down 
satisfactorily.  A  hard  roadway  is  necessary  to  permit  the  cesspool  emptier 
to  g  ain  access  to  the  works  during  bad  weather,  and  it  is  understood  that  the 
Council  is  prepared  to  carry  out  the  work  in  the  near  future. 

A  small  extension  of  sewerage  at  Sackmore  Lane,  Marnbnll  was  also 
completed  during  the  year,  and  works  commenced  and  partially  carried  out 
on  the  provision  of  a  Pumping  Station  near  the  Bridge,  Sturminster  Newton, 
together  with  a  rising  main  to  the  sewage  works. 

Proposed  Works. 

During  the  year  the  Council  adopted  a  suggested  five  ye ar  programme  for 
sewerage  and  sewer  connections  as  follows s- 

(1)  1938/59®  Sections  of  Sturmins ter  Newton,  Hint  on- St. -Mary  and 

Marnhull  sewerage  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £19,236. 

(2)  1939/60.  Sections  of  Sturminster  Newton  and  Marnhull  sewerage 

at  an  estimated  cost  of  £32,800. 

(5)  1 960/611 .  Sections  of  Sturminster  Newton  and  Hazelbury  Bryan  at 

an  estimated  cost  of  £28,200. 

(4)  1961/62.  Sections,  ©f  Ha.Eel.bury  Bryan  and  Sturminster  Newton 

sewerage  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £26,600. 

(5)  19 62/63®  Sections  of  Hinton-St.-Mary,  Marnhull  and  Sturminster 

Newton  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £29,220. 
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DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE  (Continued) 


At  the  end  of  the  five-year  programme  the  built-up  areas  of  the  district 
■vd.ll  be  substantially  sewered  and  there  will  be  only  small,  extensions  in  the 
parishes  of  Sturmins ter  Newton,  Glanvilles  Wootton  and  Kings  Stag  requiring 
ccnsideration„ 

Existing  Works, 

Maintenance  work  at  the  small  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Marnhull,  Mans  ton, 
Hazelbury  Bryan,  Mappowder,  Glanvilles  Wootton,  Stour  ton  Caundle  and  Fulham, 
as  well  as  various  housing  estate  sewage  systems,  has  been  successfully  carried 
out  by  a  flying  squad  of  two  workmen,  who  also  operate  the  Council®  s  cesspool 
emptying  service. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Stalbridge  and  Shilling stone  each  employ 
one  full-time  attendant  and  at  the  S  turnons  ter  Newton  Sewage  Works  there 
are  two  men  employed,  with  a  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  the  various 
sewage  pumping  stations  at  Mamhull,  Child  Okefcrd,  Shillingstcne  and  Kings 

Stage 


Difficulties  are  still  being  experienced  with  regard  to  the  removal  and 
disposal  of  sludge,  particularly  at  Stalbridge,  Marnhull,  Sturxninster  Newton 
and  Shilling  stone*  A  Sub-Committee  of  the  Council  is  still  considering 

various  methods  of  dealing  with  this  problem. 

Samples  of  all  effluents  are  regularly  taken  by  the  Dorset  County  Council 
and  the  great  majority  have  been  found,  on  examination  to  be  satisfactory. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  between  the  Rivers  Board  and  the  Dorset  County 
Council  for  the  results  of  samples  to  be  notified  to  that  Authority. 

Difficulties  are  still  being  caused  by  the  effluent  from  the  Slaughterhouse 

in  Bath  Road. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  cesspool  emptying  service,  operated  under  Section  74  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  has  been  valuable  during  the  year  and  has  almost  eliminated 
cesspool  nuisances.  This  cesspool  emptier  is  also  used  in  connection  with  the 
maintenance  of  small  sewage  disposal  works  in  small  adjoining  villages  and  on 
housing  estates,  and  also  operated  at  the  request  ot  adjoining  Rural  Districts. 

No.  of  loads  taken  from  cesspools  during  the  year  s  934 

The  Council  is  considering  the  question  of  obtaining  a  diesel  engine 
for  the  cesspool  emptier  instead  of  the  existing  petrol  engine,  or  alternatively 
the  purchase  of  a  new  diesel  operated  emptier,  as  it  is  considered  that  con¬ 
siderable  economies  might  be  effected  thereby. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection  of  House  Refuse.  No  new  arrangements  have  been  effected 
during  the  year,  but  the  Public  Health  Committee  have  considered  revision  and 
improvement  of  the  system  and  it  is  now  proposed  that  a  second  12  cubic  yard 
side— load  vehicle  be  acquired  and  that  improvemoits  in  the  frequency  of 
collections  shall  be  introduced  gradually  throughout  1959*  with  a  view  to 
securing  that  there  is  a  fortnightly  collection  throughout  the  district. 

Further  discussions  have  been  held  during  the  year  with  other  authorities 
in  North  Dorset  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  possibility  of  a  joint  refuse 
disposal  and  composting  scheme  for  the  area,  but  so  far  these  discussions  have 
not  reached  any  conclusion. 

No  start  has  been,  made  with  tipping  at  the  Okeford  Fitzpaine  Brickworks 
site.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  present  tip  will  last  for  six  more  years, 
or  possibly  longer. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  (Continued) 

Salvage  Scheme,  Sales  of  waste  paper  were  very  poor  during  the  Hatter 
months  of  1958,  tut  haling  was  continued  in  the  hope  that  an  improvement  would 
take  place  early  in  1959«  It  is  proposed  to  mcve  the  haling  station  to  the 
refuse  tip  as  part  of  the  proposed  improvement  scheme ,  and  this  should  result 
in  more  economical  use  of  labour,  since  the  men  will  he  ahle  to  carry  on  haling 
when  it  is  too  wet  to  msdertake  tip  control,, 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION. 


Some  complaints  are  still  received  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of 
ditches  from  inadequate  sewerage  arrangement s„  This  is  inevitable  until 

the  Council's  sewerage  schemes  can  be  fully  implemented.,, 

FACTORIES  ACT„  1937. 


No.  of  premises  Written 

on  register.  Inspections.  Notices. 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  he  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities.  7  8  - 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  38  3 6  2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers’  premises)  11  20  - 


Total  -56  22 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or  defective 


No„  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  - 
Found  Remedied 

2  3 


1 

2  2 


Total  °  5 


5 


No.  of  outworkers  -  109 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  district  to  which  the  public  have 
access. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CAMPING  SUES. 

Six  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  ye ars  the  following  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  - 


Fleas  -  3 
Fly  infestations  -  13 
Moths  -  1 
Ants  ~  1 
Cockroaches  -  4 


8  - 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES  (Continued) . 


The  only  interesting  problem  which  developed  during  the  year  was  in  the 
case  of  a  Council  house  in  the  district  where  moth  grubs  were  found  to  be 
living  in  the  insulation  board  ceilings  of  the  bedrooms*  Reports  from  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  indicated  that  -these  grubs 
could  live  on  this  particular  material  and  several  applications  of  insecticidal 
sprays  and  smokes  were  necessary  over  a  period  of  several  months  before  the 
problem  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with* 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BX  PESTS  ACT.  1949. 

The  North  Dorset  Joint  Rodent  Committee  of  -which  the  Sturminster  Rural 
District  Council  is  one  of  the  six  constituent  authorities,  continued  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949» 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  under  the  Act  in  the  district  was 
583*  This  figure  includes  inspections  by  the  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority, 
in  addition  to  those  carried,  out  by  the  Joint  Committee. 

The  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  area  has  beai  carried  out  as  a  routine 
and  has  not  revealed  serious  infestation. 

There  is  a  continuous  infestation  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at 
F  if  ahead  Neville  but  Ihis  has  been  kept  under  control  by  frequent  visits 
and  treatments  by  the  rodent  operatives. 

RAG  FLOCK  &  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT.  1931, 

There  are  no  premises  subject  to  registration  under  the  above-mentioned 
Act  within  the  district. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT.  1951. 

No  premises  are  licensed,  under  the  Act* 

SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SCHOOL  CANTEENS). 

Once  again  I  have  to  report  that  the  general  standard  of  hygiene  at  school 
canteens  has  been  maintained  at  a  consistently  high  level* 

New  school  canteens  have  been  built  at  Marnhull  and  Stalbridge,  Sturminster 
Newton  is  the  only  canteen  remaining  an  old  type  premises. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1948  &  1951  -  Section  47. 

No  statutory  action  was  required  to  be  taken  during  the  year  under  these 
Acts  for  the  conpulsory  removal  of  an  old  person  requiring  care  and  attention 

to  an  Institution. 


HOUSING. 

No*  of  houses  in  the  district 


of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  - 

ff 


If©*  ©f  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year 
No*  of  inspections  made 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  _ 

No*  of  informal  notices  complied  with  .  ___ 

No*  of  statutory  notices  served . .  . 

No*  of  statutory  notices  coup  lied  with  _ 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  Hoof  the 


Housing  Act,  1957 

Action  taken  by  the  g.uthority  in  respect 


of  such  houses  - 

Demolition  Orders  made  _ _ 

Undertaking s  accepted  for 


Closure  ~ 
Reconditioning  4 
Other  action  . 


No. 


of  houses  included  in  Cleamace  Areas  during  the  year  _ 


Nil 
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HOUSING,  (Continued) 0 
Slum  Clearance. 


During  the  year  six  properties  scheduled  for  demolition,  or  the  subject 
of  Demolition  Orders,  were  reconditioned  and  made  fit,  and  seven  condemned 
properties  were  demolished. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  only  thirty  nine  (compared  with  fifty- 
three  a  year  ago)  “unfit8  houses  remaining  to  be  dealt  with  under  slum 
clearance  procedure.  Of  these,  it  is  anticipated  that  about  half*  will,  in 
due  course,  become  reconditioned.. 

A  proportion  of  these  are  occupied  by  elderly  ovmer-occupiers  who  wish 
for  no  alternative  accommodation  and  whom  the  Council  would  not  wish  to 
disturb. 


Overcrowding. 


No  case  of  statutory  overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

No  houses  are  known,  to  be  let  in  lodgings. 

Housing  Repairs  arid  Rents  Act.  1951. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  certificates  of 
disrepair  under  the  ah ©  ve=ment  ioned  Act. 

Improvement  Grants  (Housing  Aet0  1949  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act.  1954) . 

Eleven  applications  were  received  during  the  year  (compared  with  twenty- 
eight  during  the  preceding  year)  for  grants  under  the  ab ov e-men tiored  Act. 
Thirteen  grants  were  made. 


Provision  of  New  Houses  and 


Two  new  dwellings  were  provided  by  the  Council  during  the  year  and  ten 
by  private  enterprise.  The  total  number  of  Council  houses  in  the  dis  trict 
is  1,145® 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  PQOD  SUPPLIES. 


1.  Milk. 


No.  of  0 dealers 8  subject  to  registration  by  the 
District  Council  under  regulation  14  of  the  Milk 

(Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  12 

No.  of  “Dealers8  subject  to  licensing  wider 
regulation  14  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 

(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  8 

No®  of  “dairies8  in  the  district  subject  t© 
registration  under  regulation  8  of  the  Milk  & 

Dairies  Regulations,  1949  _ _  _  3 


No.  of  “distributors 8  subject  to  registration 
under  regulation  8  of  the  Milk  &  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949  _ 


Thirty-Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  examination 
during  the  year. 
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Milk  &  D&iries 


«  1949  -  .Regulation  20. 


No  action  was  called  for  or  taken  during  the  year* 

2.  Other  Food  Premises. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  areas  by  type  of  business 

Hotels,  restaurants,  cafes  and 
boarding  houses  _  _ 42 


Canteens  -  School  and  workplace 

ilo 

Confectioners 

14 

Meat  and  Fish 

11 

Grocers 

34 

Mixed  Stores 

41 

Boarding  Schools  and  other 
residential  institutions 

5 

Pood  factories 

3 

Stalls 

Other 


No.  of  above  subject  to  registration  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  in  respect  of  - 


Ice-cream  _______________ 

Sausages  &  prepared  neats 
Pish  &  Chips  _____________ 


J2 


1 


No.  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  and  submitted  for  Methylene  Blue 
Test  79 


Results:-  &rade  1  _  ?6 

2  -  5 

«  3  -  Nil 

"  4  -  Nil 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  samples  of  ice-cream  were  found  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory,  Grades  3  and  4  ranking  as  unsatisfactory  results. 

No  observations  are  called  for  in  respect  of  The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations,  1947  -  1952,  in  so  far  as  no  manufacture  of  ice-cream  is  carried 

out  in  the  district. 

Byelaw©  in.  respect  of  the  Handling  and  Wrapping  of  Pood  etc.,  are  operative 
in  the  district. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  during  the  year  in  conditions 
obtaining  at  food  premises,  though  some  of  the  smaller  shops  still  continue 
to  present  problems. 

Food  Inspection. 

Si aughterhouses.  Two  licensed  slaughterhouses  continued  to  be  used  in 

the  district  during  the  year. 

During  November  and.  December  a  Ministerial  Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held 
into  the  question  of  further  enlargement  at  Bath  Road  Slaughterhouse, 
permission  for  which  .had  been  refused  under  the  Town  &  Country  Planning  Act. 

A  successful  pros  ecu  t  ion  was  undertaken  for  failure  to  conply  with  the 
Council* s  byelaws  at  the  Bath  Road  Slaughterhouse. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  increase  in  the  through-put  at  the  Bath 
Road  Slaughterhouse,  together  with  very  late  hours  of  working  caused  serious 
difficulties  in  maintaining  an  efficient  meat  inspection  service,  and  in  June 
the  Council  gave  instructions  for  meat  inspection  to  finish  at  specified  times. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  this  happened  both  sXaught-erhous e  managers 
have  managed  to  arrange  that  meat  has  been,  available  for  inspection  daring  uhe 
time  specified,  though  in  &  small  number  cf  instances  a  veterma  ■  y  surgeon 
has  been  employed  to  inspect  meat  at  the  Bath  Road  Slaughterhouse  when  inspection 
was  not  possible  during  the  specified  hours.  A  very  small  number  of  animals 
have  left  the  Mansion  Slaughterhouse  without  inspection,  amounting  to  very  much 
less  than  1%  over  the  year’s  total. 
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Cor'd  era.'  ed  Food, 


o 


Condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouses  goes  to  trades  accepting  inedible 
offal,  the  most  diseased  meat  for  manufacture  into  glue  and  artificial  manure 
and  the  less  diseased  meat  to  trades  concerned  with  the  dog  and  cat  meat  sales. 
Other  condemned  foodstuffs  are  disposed,  of  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip.  It  I3 
to  be  regretted  that  there  is  still  no  satisfactory  provision  for  controlling 
the  disposal  of  condemned  meat. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,031 

6,680 

3,993 

990 

606 

Number  Inspected 

1,031 

6,629 

3,971 

985 

600 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & 
Cysticereis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

15 

10 

1 

C3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

150 

3,075 

69 

17 

62 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

14.7 4$ 

46o 25$ 

1.98$ 

1.82$ 

10.23$ 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemne  d 

2 

18 

a 

a 

Carcases  of  winch 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

37 

890 

1 

21 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.78$ 

13.57$ 

.025$ 

3.46$ 

Carcases  of  which 
seme  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

38 

82 

G9 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

37 

61 

. 

K3 

j  Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

co 

1 

- 

c=a 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  (INCLUDING-  HOUSING)  CARRIED  OUT. 

of  inspections  (under  all  headings) 
of  informal  notices  served 


Total  No. 
Total  No. 
Total  No. 
Total  No. 
Total  No, 


Of 


informal  notices  complied  with 
statutory  notices  served 
of  statutory  notices  complied  with 


of 


A 


No.  of  prosecutions 
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E.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Other  than  Tuberculosis  — 

Total  Cases  Notified. 

31 
8 
7 


Disease 

Measles 
Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas 


Tuberculosis  - 


New  Cases  Notified 


Respiratory 


Non-Re  spiratory. 


3 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 
F.  RADIATION  HAZARDS 


Artificial  Radiation  Hazards . 


During  the  year  I  considered  it  necessary  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  new 
threat  to  the  public  health,  -sihich  as  yet  is  more  potential  than  real,  but  one 
which  can  be  expected  to  increase  year  by  year.  You  accepted  my  recommendation 
that  your  Public  Health  Officers  should  be  afforded  every  opportunity  to  enlarge 
their  knowledge  of  this  subject  and  accepted  in  principle  a  proposal  for  monitoring 
your  district  for  background  radiation.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  I  did  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  make  any  further  recommendation  with  regard  to  a  local 
monitoring  service,  whilst  awaiting  the  results  of  Government  and  other  action  in 
this  matter. 

The  position  will,  however,  require  to  be  watched  very  carefully  to  ensure 
that  Local  Authorities  (and  their  Officers)  are  allowed  to  take  their  proper  place 
(as  environmental  health  authorities)  in  the  control  of  artificial  radiation 
hazards. 


NOEL  F.  PEARSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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